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1
RECEIVER WITH BYPASS MODE FOR
IMPROVED SENSITIVITY

BACKGROUND

1. Field

The present application relates generally to the operation
and design of transceivers, and more particularly, to improv-
ing the sensitivity of receivers.

2. Background

High quality signal reception is especially important for
the current generation of portable devices. Typically, such
devices provide multiple services, such as wide area network
(WAN) communication services, wireless local area network
(WLAN) communication services, and various other com-
munication services. A device may include several transceiv-
ers to provide such communication services. Accordingly,
each transceiver within a device should be carefully designed
to reject interfering signals and receive desired signals with
high sensitivity.

Signal interference may be especially problematic in
multi-radio coexistence scenarios where, for example, a por-
table device includes a WAN transceiver and a WLAN trans-
ceiver. In this coexistence scenario, strong radio frequency
(RF) jamming signals can appear at the input of the WAN
receiver due to transmissions by the local related WAN trans-
mitter. Furthermore, jamming signals from external transmit-
ters may also appear at the input to the WAN receiver. Such
signals may jam the WAN receiver and thus interfere with
WAN signal reception.

To address this problem, a filter, such as a duplexer, is
typically inserted in the receive signal path to suppress jam-
ming signals associated with transmissions by the local
related WAN transmitter or external transmitters. Unfortu-
nately, the filter introduces an insertion loss of up to approxi-
mately 2.5 dB into the receive signal path. Thus, at times
when there are no jamming signals present, the received
WAN signals still experience the insertion loss of the
duplexer thereby reducing the sensitivity of the WAN
receiver.

Therefore, it would be desirable to have an efficient way to
overcome the insertion loss of a duplexer or other filter uti-
lized in a radio front end to improve receiver sensitivity.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The foregoing aspects described herein will become more
readily apparent by reference to the following description
when taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings
wherein:

FIG. 1 shows a diagram ofa conventional front end suitable
for use in a communication device;

FIG. 2 shows an exemplary front end that comprises a
receiver configured for improved sensitivity;

FIG. 3 shows an exemplary front end that comprises the
front end shown in FIG. 2 with the addition of a diversity
receiver;,

FIG. 4 shows an exemplary timing diagram illustrating the
operation of the front end shown in FIG. 2 in a time division
transmission environment;

FIG. 5 shows a diagram of an exemplary front end com-
prising a receiver that operates with improved sensitivity;

FIG. 6 shows an exemplary method for operating a receiver
to achieve improved sensitivity;

FIG. 7 shows an exemplary method for operating a receiver
to achieve improved sensitivity; and

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

FIG. 8 shows a receiver apparatus configured to achieve
improved sensitivity.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The detailed description set forth below in connection with
the appended drawings is intended as a description of exem-
plary embodiments of the invention and is not intended to
represent the only embodiments in which the invention can be
practiced. The term “exemplary” used throughout this
description means “serving as an example, instance, or illus-
tration,” and should not necessarily be construed as preferred
or advantageous over other exemplary embodiments. The
detailed description includes specific details for the purpose
of providing a thorough understanding of the exemplary
embodiments of the invention. It will be apparent to those
skilled in the art that the exemplary embodiments of the
invention may be practiced without these specific details. In
some instances, well known structures and devices are shown
in block diagram form in order to avoid obscuring the novelty
of the exemplary embodiments presented herein.

FIG. 1 shows a diagram of a conventional front end 100
suitable for use in a communication device. For example, the
front end 100 is suitable for use in a portable wireless device,
such as a smart phone.

The front end 100 includes a local WAN transceiver 102
that comprises local related transmitter 104 and receiver 106
that transmit and receive voice, data, or other information
over a communication network. The transceiver 102 is con-
sidered local because it is located within the communication
device. The transmitter 104 and receiver 106 are related in
that they operate together to provide bidirectional communi-
cations with an external entity using a particular communi-
cation protocol. A duplexer 108 filters and routes a transmit
signal 110 from the transmitter 104 to an antenna 112 for
transmission. Signals received by the antenna 112 are input to
the duplexer 108 where they are filtered and then input to a
low noise amplifier (LNA) 114 of the related receiver 106.
Thus, the local related transmitter 104 and receiver 106 oper-
ate together to communicate with a wireless network using a
WAN access technology.

The local related transmitter 104 and receiver 106 commu-
nicate with a digital baseband (BB) processor 124. The digital
BB processor 122 processes information that is transmitted or
received using the local WAN transceiver 102. Thus, the
processor 122 knows when and at what power level data will
be transmitted by the transmitter 104.

During operation of the front end 100, a number of de-
sensing events may occur to de-sense the receiver 106. The
following is a list of de-sensing events that may de-sense the
receiver 106, however, it should be noted that the list is not
exhaustive and that other de-sensing events are possible.

1. Receive band noise from the WAN transmitter 104
2. Jamming signals leaking from the WAN transmitter 104 to

the WAN receiver 106
3. Other jamming signals received by the antenna 112 (i.e.,

jamming signals in a wide band, such as 0-12 GHz)

The duplexer 108 is utilized to address the various de-
sensing events listed above. For example, in one exemplary
implementation, the duplexer 108 provides approximately 55
dB of rejection outside the receive signal band. This level of
rejection reduces the maximum received signal power of a
jamming signal so that the LNA 114 operates properly.

Unfortunately, the duplexer 108 introduces approximately
2.5 dB of insertion loss (IL) which reduces the sensitivity of
the receiver 106. Accordingly, exemplary embodiments of the
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disclosed receiver with improved sensitivity operate to reduce
or eliminate the signal loss introduced by the duplexer 108.

In various exemplary aspects, a receiver with improved
sensitivity is disclosed. For the purpose of this description,
the various aspects are described herein with reference to a
WAN receiver; however, the various aspects are equally
applicable to other types of receivers.

FIG. 2 shows an exemplary front end 200 that comprises a
receiver configured for improved sensitivity. For example, the
front end 200 is suitable for use in a portable wireless device,
such as a smart phone. For the purpose of this description, the
front end 200 is shown comprising a local WAN transceiver
202; however, the disclosed embodiments are equally appli-
cable to other types of transceivers. The local WAN trans-
ceiver 202 comprises related transmitter 204 and receiver
206. The front end 200 also comprises a digital baseband
processor 210, antenna 212, receive power coupler 214,
antenna switch 216, and duplexer 218.

The antenna switch 216 comprises any suitable switching
device or circuit and operates to selectively open and close
switch (n) based on a switch control signal 228 to disconnect/
connect the antenna 202 from/to the duplexer 218 so that
signals can flow between the antenna 212 and the local WAN
receiver 206 on a non-bypass signal path 230. The antenna
switch 216 also operates to selectively open and close switch
(b) based on the switch control signal 228 to disconnect/
connect the antenna 202 from/to the LNA 224 of the receiver
206 so that signals can flow between the antenna 212 and the
LNA 224 of the receiver 206 on a bypass signal path 232.

The duplexer 218 is a filter such as a SAW filter, thin film
bulk resonator (FBAR) filter, bulk acoustic wave filter (BAW)
filter, microelectromechanical system (MEMS) filter or any
other type of suitable filter.

The receive power coupler 214 comprises any suitable
power coupler that operates to detect received signal power
over any desired frequency band, such as a wide band (i.e.,
0-12 GHz). The output 234 of the power coupler 214 is input
to a jammer detector (JD) 226. The power coupler 214 has a
small insertion loss (i.e., about 0.25 dB); however, such low
signal loss does not appreciably affect performance.

The jammer detector 226 detects the levels of potential
jamming signals in the power coupler output 234 and inputs
this information to the digital BB processor 210. For example,
the detector 226 detects when the power level of one or more
jamming signals in the power coupler output 234 exceeds a
selected threshold (i.e., —45 dBm) and inputs this information
to the digital BB processor 210.

In an optional implementation, the output of the LNAs
(222,224) is coupled to the jammer detector 226 (shown as a
dashed line) so that the power detection function is performed
on the LNA output and not on the output 234 of the power
coupler 214. In this implementation, the power coupler 214 is
not needed and the jammer detector 226 will not be affected
by signals that are filtered by other front end components,
such as matching networks (not shown).

The digital BB processor 210 outputs the switch control
signal 228 to control whether the front end 200 operates in a
non-bypass mode or a bypass mode. During operation in the
bypass mode, the duplexer 218 is bypassed so that signals
received at the antenna 212 flow to the receiver 206 on the
bypass path 232 enabling the receiver 206 to operate with
improved sensitivity. Additional detail about the non-bypass
and bypass modes is provided below.

Non-Bypass Mode

To enable the non-bypass mode, the digital BB processor
210 sets the switch control signal 228 to control the switch (n)
to connect the antenna 212 to the duplexer 218 and to control
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the switch (b) to disconnect the antenna 212 from the LNA
224. Furthermore, the digital BB processor 210 sets the LNA
control signal to enable the LNA 222 and disable the LNA
224. This mode of operation can be utilized when the local
related transmitter 204 is actively transmitting signals that
can jam the receiver 206. Thus, in the non-bypass operating
mode, the duplexer 218 is utilized to suppress jamming sig-
nals.

The non-bypass mode is also used when the power detector
226 detects the presence of jamming signals in either the
output 234 of the power coupler 214 or the output of the LNAs
(222,224) depending on the configuration used. The output of
the detector 226 is input to the digital BB processor 210 and
based on this information, the processor 210 sets the switch
control signal 228 to enable or disable the non-bypass mode.

Unfortunately, in the non-bypass mode, the duplexer 218
includes an insertion loss of about 2.5 dB in the receive signal
path 230, which operates to degrade any signals that are
passed to the receiver 206. As a result, the received signals are
received at the LNA 222 with a much lower signal level. Thus,
in non-bypass mode, the receiver 206 operates with less sen-
sitivity.

Bypass Mode

To enable the bypass mode, the digital BB processor 210
sets the switch control signal 228 to control the switch (n) to
disconnect the antenna 212 from the duplexer 218 and to
control the switch (b) to connect the antenna 212 to the LNA
224. Furthermore, the digital BB processor 210 sets the LNA
control signal to disable the LNA 222 and enable the LNA
224. Thus, in the bypass operating mode, the duplexer 218 is
bypassed so that signals received by the antenna 212 flow to
the LNA 224 of the receiver 206. Since the duplexer 218 is not
in the signal path 232, its insertion loss is not experienced by
the received signals and therefore the receiver 206 operates
with improved sensitivity.

FIG. 3 shows an exemplary front end 300 that comprises
the front end 200 shown in FIG. 2 with the addition of a local
diversity receiver 302. Although the front end 300 is shown
with one diversity receiver, the various aspects are suitable for
use with multiple diversity receivers.

The diversity receiver 302 operates to provide a second
WAN receive signal utilizing antenna 304. A receive power
coupler 306, antenna switch 308, and SAW filter 310 are also
utilized with the diversity receiver 302 to allow the diversity
receiver 302 to operate in bypass mode to bypass the SAW
filter 310. The diversity receiver 302 also comprises LNAs
316, 318 and a second jammer detector 320.

During operation, the digital BB processor 210 outputs the
switch control signal 228 to control both antenna switches
216, 308 to select either the non-bypass mode or the bypass
mode. The processor 210 also outputs the diversity LNA(D)
control signal to enable the appropriate LNA (either 316 or
318) based on the selected mode.

In one implementation, the processor 210 knows when and
at what power level a transmission from the transmitter 204 is
to occur and sets the switch control signal 228 to select the
non-bypass mode for either or both the receiver 206 and the
diversity receiver 302 during these transmissions. In another
implementation, the receive power coupler 306 detects
receive power and provides an output 322 that is input to the
second jammer detector 320. The second jammer detector
320 detects the power level of the received signals over a
selected frequency band (i.e., 0-12 GHz) and then outputs
detection information to the second JD input of the processor
210. Based on the received power detection information from
the second jammer detector 320, the processor 210 decides
whether to enable the non-bypass mode or the bypass mode.
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For example, if the power of received jamming signals
exceeds a selected threshold, the processor 210 enables the
non-bypass mode of operation; otherwise, the processor 210
enables the bypass mode of operation. Thus, a diversity signal
path and a primary signal path can be used independently or
in combination to determine whether the non-bypass mode or
the bypass mode is utilized for each of the receivers 206 and
302.

Alternate Switch Implementations

In various implementations, the antenna switches 216 and
306 are used to route received signals to either the non-bypass
or the bypass signal paths. The switches 216 and 306 com-
prise any suitable antenna switching devices and may have a
variety of switch configurations to implement the switching
functions illustrated in FIG. 3. The switches 216 and 306 have
a small insertion loss (i.e., about 0.25 dB); however, such low
signal loss does not appreciably affect performance, and
therefore virtually any switch configuration may be used to
achieve the desired improvements described herein.
Pro-Active Operation

In various aspects, pro-active operation occurs when the
processor 210 operates to set the operating mode based on
knowledge of transmissions by a local related transmitter. For
example, the digital BB processor 210 has knowledge about
when and at what power level transmissions are to be per-
formed by the local related transmitter 204. During time
intervals when the local related transmitter 204 is to transmit
signals at relatively high signal power, the processor 210
outputs the switch control signal to enable non-bypass mode.
During time intervals where no transmissions or low power
transmissions are to occur, the processor 210 outputs the
switch control signal to enable bypass mode.

Reactive Operation

In various aspects, reactive operation occurs when the pro-
cessor 210 operates to set the operating mode based on
knowledge of received field jammers. For example, the digital
BB processor 210 has knowledge about received field jam-
mers from the jammer detector 226. If the jammer detector
226 detects energy (in a selected frequency band) that is
above a selected threshold, then the processor 210 determines
that a field jammer is present and outputs the switch control
signal 228 to enable the non-bypass mode. If no field jammers
are detected by the jammer detector 226, the processor 210
outputs the switch control signal 228 to enable the bypass
mode.

Phase Adjustment

In various implementations, a slight time delay between
the bypass and the non-bypass signal paths may be experi-
enced. For example, either signal path may utilize one or
more matching networks (not shown) to provide impedance
matching. This time delay difference between the two signal
paths may interfere signal processing performed by the digi-
tal BB processor 210.

To compensate for any time delay differences between the
bypass and non-bypass signal paths, the digital BB processor
210 comprises a delay compensator (DC) 324 that stores
delay information associated with the non-bypass and bypass
signal paths. The delay compensator 324 comprises a proces-
sor, memory, registers or other functional elements (not
shown) that operate to compensate for time delays associated
with the bypass and non-bypass signal paths. For example,
the delay information can be determine at manufacture and
loaded into delay compensator 324 at that time. The delay
compensator 324 uses the delay information to compensate
for any signal time delays that may occur as a result of
switching between the non-bypass and bypass signal paths.
As a result, the delay compensator 324 and the digital BB
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6

processor 210 can seamlessly compensate or correct for any
time delays that may occur each time the received signals are
routed between the non-bypass and bypass signal paths.

FIG. 4 shows an exemplary timing diagram 400 illustrating
the operation of the front end 200 shown in FIG. 2 in a time
division transmission environment. For example, it will be
assumed that the local transmitter 204 and related receiver
206 are communicating with a communication network uti-
lizing a time division communication protocol, such as the
Global System for Mobile communication (GSM), time divi-
sion long term evolution (TD-LTE), Bluetooth or Wireless
LAN. Insuch a protocol, the transmitter 204 transmits signals
during known time intervals.

The diagram 400 comprises a plot 402 of transmission time
intervals associated with the transmitter 204. For example, a
first transmission interval 406 is shown during which the
transmitter 204 is transmitting signals at a high power level.
The duration of the transmission is indicated at 408.

The digital BB processor 210 knows about the operation of
the transmitter 204 and during the transmission intervals
shown in the plot 402, the digital BB processor 210 outputs
the switch control signal 228 to control the antenna switch
216 to couple the antenna 212 to the non-bypass signal path
230 during high power transmission intervals and couple the
antenna to the bypass signal path 232 during time intervals
where no transmissions or only low power transmissions
occur. For example, a transmission threshold is defined (i.e.,
-10 dBm) where transmissions above this threshold are con-
sidered high power transmissions, and transmissions below
this threshold are considered low power transmissions.

Thus, the plot 404 shows the switch control signal, the
mode selected during each transmission interval and the
mode selected between transmission intervals. For example,
just before the start of a high power transmission during the
transmission interval 406, the non-bypass mode is enabled as
indicated at 410. The non-bypass mode continues (time inter-
val 412) until the transmission interval 406 is completed, at
which time the mode is switched to the bypass mode (as
shown at 414) until the next transmission interval where the
transmission power level is greater than -10 dBm. For
example, at transmission interval 416 a low power transmis-
sion occurs and the switch control signal is set to produce the
bypass mode as indicated at 414. It should also be noted that
the selection of the bypass mode may also be used during
Paging operations where only the receiver is powered up to
receive any paging messages. Thus, the digital BB processor
210 operates to control the mode selection based on the trans-
mission power levels of the local related transmitter.

FIG. 5 shows a diagram of an exemplary front end 500
comprising a transceiver that includes receiver 506 that oper-
ates with improved sensitivity. The front end 500 is suitable
for use in a portable device comprising to communicate using
any of multiple transmission technologies. For example, the
transceiver may be a WAN, WL AN, Bluetooth or other trans-
ceiver and it is desirable that the receiver 506 at the device
operate with the highest sensitivity.

Typically receivers comprise input filtering, such as a
duplexer, which filters unwanted signals from jamming the
receiver. However, when such jammers are not present or
present at very low power levels, the input filtering may be
unnecessary, and may in fact, insert loss into the signal path
that reduces sensitivity. The front end 500 overcomes these
and other deficiencies.

The front end 500 comprises digital signal processor (DSP)
526, local related transmitter 504, antenna 508, receiver
power coupler 510, antenna switch 512, duplexer 512, and
receiver 506.
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The DSP 502 outputs signals to be transmitted by the local
related transmitter 504 and these signals are transmitted using
the antenna 508. The antenna 508 also receives signals for
processing by the receiver 506. The switch 512 routes signals
received by the antenna 508 to the duplexer 514 where unde-
sirable signals are filtered out. For example, the duplexer 514
may be a SAW filter that has some significant level of inser-
tion loss, for example 1 to 3 dB. The output of the filter 512 is
input to the receiver 506 on a non-bypass signal path 524 for
down conversion. The resulting BB signal (Rx) is input to the
DSP 526 for processing.

Unfortunately, if no jamming signals or only low power
jamming signals are present in the signals received by the
antenna 508, the filtering performed by the duplexer 512 may
not be needed but its insertion loss will still reduce the sen-
sitivity of the receiver 506. In an exemplary implementation,
the DSP 526 knows when and at what power levels transmis-
sions by the local related transmitter 504 are to occur. During
time intervals when there are no related transmissions or only
low power related transmissions, the DSP 526 outputs a con-
trol signal 518 to the switch 512 causing the switch 512 to
route received signals around the filter 514, (i.e., using the
bypass path 522) thereby bypassing the filter 514 and avoid-
ing its insertion loss. The received signals are received at the
receiver 506 with the highest possible signal levels resulting
in increased receiver sensitivity.

In another implementation, the selection between the non-
bypass and the bypass signal path is made based on the
received power of jamming signals received by the antenna
508. For example, received signal power is detected by
receive power coupler 510. The output of the receive power
coupler 510 is input to jammer detector 516. The jammer
detector 516 detects whether signal power is a selected fre-
quency band, such as a wide band, is above a threshold value.
Levels above the selected threshold indicate the presence of a
jamming signal. The jammer detector 516 communicates its
detection result with the DSP 526. The DSP 526 can then
output the switch control signal 518 to enable non-bypass
mode if a jammer is detected or to enable bypass mode if no
jammer is detected. In another implementation, the input to
the jammer detector 516 is provided by the output of the
LNAs of the receiver 506. The jammer detector 516 operates
as described above to detect jammers in the LNA output
signal.

Therefore, the front end 500 comprises a receiver 506 that
operates with improved sensitivity in a device that operates to
transmit information from a local related transmitter using
any type of transmission protocol.

FIG. 6 shows an exemplary method 600 for operating a
receiver to achieve improved sensitivity. For example, in one
implementation, the operations of the method 600 are per-
formed by the front end 500.

Atblock 602, the receiver is initialized to operate in one of
anon-bypass mode or a bypass mode. For example, the digital
BB processor 526 sets the switch control signal 518 to control
the antenna switch 512 to route signals received from antenna
508 to the duplexer 514 on a non-bypass signal path 524 or to
route signals from the antenna 508 to the receiver 506 on a
bypass signal path 522.

At block 604, a determination is made as to whether a
jamming signal (jammer) from a local related transmitter is
detected. For example, the digital BB processor 526 knows
when transmissions from the local related transmitter 504 are
to occur. If a transmission is to occur, the method proceeds to
block 606. Ifno transmission is to occur, the method proceeds
to block 614.
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At block 606, a determination is made as to whether the
detected transmission is (or will be) above a power level
threshold. For example, the digital BB processor 526 knows
the power level of transmissions from the local related trans-
mitter 504. If the transmitted power level is to exceed a
selected threshold, the method proceeds to block 608. If the
power level of the transmission is equal to or below the
selected threshold, the method proceeds to block 614.

At block 614, a bypass operating mode is enabled. For
example, the digital BB processor 526 sets the switch control
signal 518 to control the antenna switch 512 to route signals
on a bypass signal path 522 that avoids the duplexer 514. In
this configuration, the signals are received at the receiver 506
without experiencing the insertion loss of the duplexer 514
and therefore provide improved receiver sensitivity.

Atblock 608, a non-bypass mode is enabled. For example,
the digital BB processor 526 sets the switch control signal 518
to control the antenna switch 512 to route signals on a non-
bypass signal path 524 that includes the duplexer 514. In this
configuration, the signals are filtered to remove jammers but
also experience the insertion loss of the duplexer 514. The
signals are thereafter received at the receiver 506 with lower
signal levels resulting in the lower receiver sensitivity.

At block 610, an LNA at the receiver is selected. For
example, in an implementation where the receiver comprises
multiple LNAs, the appropriate LNA is selected based on the
operating mode to receive signals from the antenna 508. In
one implementation, the processor 526 outputs an LNA con-
trol signal (LNA) that controls the receiver 506 to enable the
appropriate LNA.

At block 614, the receiver is operated in the selected mode
and the method returns to block 604 to determine whether or
not additional transmissions are detected.

Thus, the method 600 illustrates a method for operating a
receiver in the front end to achieve improved sensitivity. It
should be noted that the method 600 is just one implementa-
tion and that the operations of the method 600 may be rear-
ranged or otherwise modified such that other implementa-
tions are possible.

FIG. 7 shows an exemplary method 700 for operating a
receiver to achieve improved sensitivity. For example, in one
implementation, the operations of the method 700 are per-
formed by the front end 500.

Atblock 702, the receiver is initialized to operate in one of
anon-bypass mode or a bypass mode. For example, the digital
BB processor 526 sets the switch control signal 518 to control
the antenna switch 512 to route signals received from antenna
508 to the duplexer 514 on a non-bypass signal path 524 or to
route signals from the antenna 508 to the receiver 506 on a
bypass signal path 522.

At block 704, a determination is made as to whether a
jamming signal (jammer) from an external transmitter is
detected. For example, the jammer detector 516 detects signal
level in the output 520 of the receive power coupler 510. If
energy in a selected band (for example, 0-12 GHz) is
detected, the method proceeds to block 706. If no energy in
the selected band is detected, the method proceeds to block
714. In another implementation, the jammer detector 516
detects the signal level at the output of an LNA of the receiver
506.

At block 706, a determination is made as to whether the
jamming signal is above a power level threshold. For
example, the jammer detector 516 operates to determine
whether detected signal energy is above a selected threshold.
If the signal energy is above the selected threshold, the
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method proceeds to block 708. If the signal energy is equal to
or below the selected threshold, the method proceeds to block
714.

At block 714, a bypass operating mode is enabled. For
example, the digital BB processor 526 sets the switch control
signal 518 to control the antenna switch 512 to route signals
from the antenna 508 on a bypass signal path 522 that avoids
the duplexer 514. In this configuration, the signals are
received at the receiver 506 without experiencing the inser-
tion loss of the duplexer 514 and therefore provide improved
receiver sensitivity.

Atblock 708, a non-bypass mode is enabled. For example,
the digital BB processor 526 sets the switch control signal 518
to control the antenna switch 512 to route signals on a non-
bypass signal path 524 that includes the duplexer 514. In this
configuration, the signals are filtered to remove jammers but
also experience the insertion loss of the duplexer 514. The
signals are thereafter received at the receiver 506 with lower
signal levels resulting in the lower receiver sensitivity.

At block 710, an LNA at the receiver is selected. For
example, in an implementation where the receiver comprises
multiple LNAs, the appropriate LNA is selected based on the
operating mode to receive signals from the antenna 508. In
one implementation, the processor 526 outputs an LNA con-
trol signal (LNA) that controls the receiver 506 to enable the
appropriate LNA.

Atblock 714, the receiver is operated in the selected mode
and the method returns to block 704 to determine whether or
not additional jammers are detected.

Thus, the method 700 illustrates a method for operating a
receiver in the front end to achieve improved sensitivity. It
should be noted that the method 700 is just one implementa-
tion and that the operations of the method 700 may be rear-
ranged or otherwise modified such that other implementa-
tions are possible. It should also be noted that the operations
of the methods 600 and 700 may be combined such that the
selection between the non-bypass and bypass modes is based
on related local transmissions and/or received jamming sig-
nals.

FIG. 8 shows a receiver apparatus 800 configured to oper-
ate with improved sensitivity. The apparatus 800 is suitable
foruse in the front end 300 shown in FIG. 3 or in the front end
500 shown in FIG. 5. In an aspect, the apparatus 800 is
implemented by one or more modules configured to provide
the functions as described herein. For example, in an aspect,
each module comprises hardware and/or hardware executing
software.

The apparatus 800 comprises a first module comprising
means (802) for providing a non-bypass signal path to a
receiver, the non-bypass signal path comprising a filter, which
in an aspect comprises the signal path 524.

The apparatus 800 also comprises a second module com-
prising means (804) for providing a bypass signal path to the
receiver, the bypass signal path configured to bypass the filter,
which in an aspect comprises the signal path 522.

The apparatus 800 also comprises a third module compris-
ing means (806) for coupling an antenna to the non-bypass
signal path during time intervals when signals transmitted by
a related local transmitter are transmitted with a signal power
that exceeds a selected threshold, and for coupling the
antenna to the bypass signal path during other time intervals,
which in an aspect comprises the antenna switch 512.

The apparatus 800 also comprises a fourth module com-
prising means (808) for coupling an antenna to the non-
bypass signal path during time intervals when a jamming
signal in a selected frequency range is received at the antenna
with a signal power that exceeds a selected threshold, and for
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coupling the antenna to the bypass signal path during other
time intervals, which in an aspect comprises the jammer
detector 516.

Those of skill in the art would understand that information
and signals may be represented or processed using any of a
variety of different technologies and techniques. For
example, data, instructions, commands, information, signals,
bits, symbols, and chips that may be referenced throughout
the above description may be represented by voltages, cur-
rents, electromagnetic waves, magnetic fields or particles,
optical fields or particles, or any combination thereof. It is
further noted that transistor types and technologies may be
substituted, rearranged or otherwise modified to achieve the
same results. For example, circuits shown utilizing PMOS
transistors may be modified to use NMOS transistors and vice
versa. Thus, the amplifiers disclosed herein may be realized
using a variety of transistor types and technologies and are not
limited to those transistor types and technologies illustrated
in the Drawings. For example, transistors types such as BJT,
GaAs, MOSFET or any other transistor technology may be
used.

Those of skill would further appreciate that the various
illustrative logical blocks, modules, circuits, and algorithm
steps described in connection with the embodiments dis-
closed herein may be implemented as electronic hardware,
computer software, or combinations of both. To clearly illus-
trate this interchangeability of hardware and software, vari-
ous illustrative components, blocks, modules, circuits, and
steps have been described above generally in terms of their
functionality. Whether such functionality is implemented as
hardware or software depends upon the particular application
and design constraints imposed on the overall system. Skilled
artisans may implement the described functionality in vary-
ing ways for each particular application, but such implemen-
tation decisions should not be interpreted as causing a depar-
ture from the scope of the exemplary embodiments of the
invention.

The various illustrative logical blocks, modules, and cir-
cuits described in connection with the embodiments dis-
closed herein may be implemented or performed with a gen-
eral purpose processor, a Digital Signal Processor (DSP), an
Application Specific Integrated Circuit (ASIC), a Field Pro-
grammable Gate Array (FPGA) or other programmable logic
device, discrete gate or transistor logic, discrete hardware
components, or any combination thereof designed to perform
the functions described herein. A general purpose processor
may be a microprocessor, but in the alternative, the processor
may be any conventional processor, controller, microcontrol-
ler, or state machine. A processor may also be implemented as
a combination of computing devices, e.g., a combination of a
DSP and a microprocessor, a plurality of microprocessors,
one or more microprocessors in conjunction with a DSP core,
or any other such configuration.

The steps of a method or algorithm described in connection
with the embodiments disclosed herein may be embodied
directly in hardware, in a software module executed by a
processor, or in a combination of the two. A software module
may reside in Random Access Memory (RAM), flash
memory, Read Only Memory (ROM), Electrically Program-
mable ROM (EPROM)), Electrically Erasable Programmable
ROM (EEPROM), registers, hard disk, a removable disk, a
CD-ROM, or any other form of storage medium known in the
art. An exemplary storage medium is coupled to the processor
such that the processor can read information from, and write
information to, the storage medium. In the alternative, the
storage medium may be integral to the processor. The proces-
sor and the storage medium may reside in an ASIC. The ASIC
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may reside in a user terminal. In the alternative, the processor
and the storage medium may reside as discrete components in
a user terminal.

In one or more exemplary embodiments, the functions
described may be implemented in hardware, software, firm-
ware, or any combination thereof. If implemented in soft-
ware, the functions may be stored on or transmitted over as
one or more instructions or code on a computer-readable
medium. Computer-readable media includes both non-tran-
sitory computer storage media and communication media
including any medium that facilitates transfer of a computer
program from one place to another. A non-transitory storage
media may be any available media that can be accessed by a
computer. By way of example, and not limitation, such com-
puter-readable media can comprise RAM, ROM, EEPROM,
CD-ROM or other optical disk storage, magnetic disk storage
or other magnetic storage devices, or any other medium that
can be used to carry or store desired program code in the form
of instructions or data structures and that can be accessed by
a computer. Also, any connection is properly termed a com-
puter-readable medium. For example, if the software is trans-
mitted from a website, server, or other remote source using a
coaxial cable, fiber optic cable, twisted pair, digital subscriber
line (DSL), or wireless technologies such as infrared, radio,
and microwave, then the coaxial cable, fiber optic cable,
twisted pair, DSL, or wireless technologies such as infrared,
radio, and microwave are included in the definition of
medium. Disk and disc, as used herein, includes compact disc
(CD), laser disc, optical disc, digital versatile disc (DVD),
floppy disk and blu-ray disc where disks usually reproduce
data magnetically, while discs reproduce data optically with
lasers. Combinations of the above should also be included
within the scope of computer-readable media.

The description of the disclosed exemplary embodiments
is provided to enable any person skilled in the art to make or
use the invention. Various modifications to these exemplary
embodiments will be readily apparent to those skilled in the
art, and the generic principles defined herein may be applied
to other embodiments without departing from the spirit or
scope of the invention. Thus, the invention is not intended to
be limited to the exemplary embodiments shown herein but is
to be accorded the widest scope consistent with the principles
and novel features disclosed herein.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus comprising:

a non-bypass signal path coupled to a receiver, the non-

bypass signal path comprising a filter;

a bypass signal path coupled to the receiver, the bypass
signal path configure to bypass the filter;

a processor configured to output a control signal that indi-
cates predetermined time intervals when signals are
transmitted by a related local transmitter with a signal
power that exceeds a selected threshold, the control sig-
nal output prior to the signal being received; and

a switch configured to receive the control signal, and in
response, to couple an antenna to the non-bypass signal
path during the predetermined time intervals and to
couple the antenna to the bypass signal path during other
time intervals.
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2. The apparatus of claim 1, the filter comprising at least
one of a SAW filter, a FBAR filter, a BAW filter, and a MEMS
filter.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, the receiver comprising a first
low noise amplifier (LNA) coupled to the non-bypass signal
path and a second LNA coupled to the bypass signal path.

4. The apparatus of claim 1, the processor comprising a
baseband processor.

5. The apparatus of claim 1, the processor configured to
enable a first amplifier to receive signals from the antenna
during the predetermined time intervals and to enable a sec-
ond amplifier to receive the signals from the antenna during
the other time intervals.

6. An apparatus comprising:

means for providing a non-bypass signal path to a receiver,

the non-bypass signal comprising a filter;
means for providing a bypass signal path to the receiver, the
bypass signal path configured to bypass the filter;

means for outputting a control signal that indicates prede-
termined time intervals when signals are transmitted by
a related local transmitter with a signal power that
exceeds a selected threshold, the control signal output
prior to the signal being received; and
means for receiving the control signal, and in response, to
couple an antenna to the non-bypass signal path during
the predetermined time intervals and to couple the
antenna to the bypass signal path during other time inter-
vals.
7. The apparatus of claim 6, the filter comprising at least
one of a SAW filter, a FBAR filter, a BAW filter, and a MEMS
filter.
8. The apparatus of claim 6, the receiver comprising a first
low noise amplifier (LNA) coupled to the non-bypass signal
path and a second LNA coupled to the bypass signal path.
9. A method comprising:
detecting whether a local transmitter is to transmit a signal
with a signal power that exceeds a selected threshold;

enabling a non-bypass mode prior to receiving the trans-
mitted signal if the local transmitter is to transmit the
signal with the signal power that exceeds the selected
threshold; and

enabling a bypass mode prior to receiving the transmitted

signal if the local transmitter will not transmit the signal
with the signal power that exceeds the selected thresh-
old.

10. The method of claim 9, said enabling the non-bypass
mode comprising coupling an antenna to a receiver using a
non-bypass signal path configured to provide signal filtering.

11. The method of claim 10, said enabling the bypass mode
comprising coupling the antenna to the receiver using a
bypass signal path configured to bypass the signal filtering.

12. The method of claim 11, further comprising:

coupling a first low noise amplifier (LNA) to the non-

bypass signal path; and

coupling a second LNA to the bypass signal path.
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